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11 Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And 
the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.  13 All the saints send 
their greetings. 14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Holy Trinity Sunday is the day on which we focus our attention on the Biblical teaching that 
God is three persons in one God. While Scripture is very clear about this it is still a teaching that is 
difficult for us to understand because it does not make sense to our rational human minds. So to 
help us understand this teaching we often use symbols. These symbols help us to picture our three-
in-one God. We use symbols like an equilateral triangle: it has three equal sides, but still only one 
shape. Or perhaps you have seen the symbol of three interlocking circles used to represent the 
Trinity. With no end and no beginning each circle represents the eternalness of God. The three 
interlocking circles represent the three eternal, co-equal persons in one Godhead. Yet God does not 
want us to think of him just in terms of symbols. God wants us to think of him in terms of what the 
Trinity means for us. God wants us to think about what he has done for us. That is what the Apostle 
Paul is doing as he closes out his letter to the Corinthians. In a few short sentences he reminds them 
of who God is and what he has done for them. Paul’s words let all believers know that … 

Theme: We are restored by the triune God. 
         1. So we may be at peace. 
         2. So we may be one with God. 

God wants his people to have peace, yet there had not been much peace in Corinth. In this, 
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he is following-up on a number of problems he addressed in 
his first letter to this church. There had been some improvement in the church, yet there were still 
issues that needed to be addressed. After addressing all the issues Paul concludes his letter by 
writing “Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection […]” (v.11). The word which we translate 
“perfection” in Paul’s language carries the meaning to “restore something to a right state.” In 
essence, it is to put something back to the way it should be. Perhaps a clearer translation of what 
Paul says in this verse would be, “Allow yourselves to be restored.” Paul wanted the Corinthians to 
be restored to a right relationship with God. Paul follows up on this encouragement by saying 
“listen to my appeal.” Paul is saying, “Let God do this; let him restore you to that perfectly right 
relationship with him.” 

Being perfect was something the Corinthians were certainly not. Paul needed to continue to 
warn them because so many were still tempted to fall back into the sins of their past. Paul even 
acknowledged this fear. Just a few paragraphs earlier in his letter he had written, “For I am afraid 
that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be […]. I fear that there may be 
quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.  I 
am afraid that […] I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged” (2 Cor. 
12:20,21). These are things Paul had addressed in first letter. This is why Paul was warning them 
with this letter. He was urging them to not return to their old, sinful ways. 

Paul is writing to us as well. He is making his appeal to us: “Allow yourselves to be restored.” It 
is tempting to think we do not need to be “restored” since we already have a relationship with Jesus. 
This is true, yet we still deal with our sinful nature every day of our lives. There is always the 
danger of falling into the sins of our past. In fact, how many sins on the Corinthian’s list are also our 
sins? 

Our sinful nature ignores God’s warning. It works to drags us back into what it does best: sin! 
And where there is sin there is no peace: not with God, not with others, not even with ourselves. 
King Solomon described the actions of the sinful nature this way: “As a dog returns to its vomit, so 
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a fool repeats his folly” (Prov. 26:11).  No matter how corrupt or sick or perverted we may know a 
sin is the sinful nature is still drawn to it, and it draws us with it. Our sinful nature is like a dog that 
eats things that makes it so sick that it throws up. But the dog thinks “That tasted so good I will eat 
it again.” So the dog goes back to its own vomit. Who in their right mind would eat their own vomit? 
That is disgusting! Yet that is exactly what we do when we go back to that same sin over and over 
again. It just continues to make us sick. Ultimately that sin can destroy us. It destroys our peace. It 
destroys our peace with others because we are either hurting them by our sinful action or we are 
trying to hide our sins from them. It destroys our peace with God. When we sin, like Adam and Eve, 
we try to hide from God. We separate ourselves from God thinking if we get far enough away from 
him maybe he will not see our sins. How foolish we are to think we can hide anything from God. Our 
sin destroys our faith as we cling more to our sin and less to our Savior. If we let our sinful nature 
have its way, our sin will destroy us. Eternal life in heaven will be exchanged for eternal death. 
Eternal peace will be exchanged for eternal torment in hell.   

It takes tremendous power to overcome our sinful nature. Paul tells us where that power comes 
from. That power comes from our triune God. It comes from God’s love for us. Paul writes, “And the 
God of love and peace will be with you” (v.11b). How can a holy God be with imperfect human 
beings? God is just, and he must display his justice in regard to sin. God could have given us exactly 
what we deserved for our sins, pouring out his wrath and anger on us. Yet out of his incredible love 
for us the triune God shows us mercy. God the Father sent his Son to live in our place under God’s 
law, and die our death for sin. The Son sacrificed himself to remove God’s wrath for our sins. After 
his resurrection and ascension into heaven the Son sent the Holy Spirit who moves our hearts to 
trust in the forgiveness Jesus secured for us. Through our God-given faith we are freed from our 
sins; we have relief from the burden of our guilt. Restored by the work of the Almighty we again 
have peace: peace with God, peace with others, and even peace with ourselves. All that goodness 
comes directly from the hand of God. We are restored by the triune God. 

As Paul concludes his letter he encourages the believers in Corinth to “be of one mind” (v. 11). 
He wants them to be one in thought and faith, and to live in harmony with one another. Yet Paul 
knows the Corinthians can only “be of one mind” if they are one with God. So in a single sentence 
Paul sums up the power of the triune God that makes them one. This is the same power that is at 
work in us, so we may be one with God. 

Paul writes, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (v.14). It all starts and ends with grace. We are one 
with God by the grace shown to us in Christ. Grace is the pure, undeserved love of God which every 
believer depends on until his last breath. We need that grace because we struggle with our sinful 
nature our entire lives. By grace the blood of Christ washes us clean of every sin every day. It is by 
grace alone that we enter heaven. 

Paul shows us how, by grace, we are united to all three persons of the Godhead. It is the grace of 
“the Lord Jesus Christ”. He is our Lord, our Master, our ruler. He is the one who fought for us. He has 
won us back from our slavery to sin and Satan. He is the one to whom we belong, because we owe 
him our very lives. He is Jesus, which means Savior. That is the name he took upon self as he saved 
us from sin. And he is the Christ, meaning Anointed One. He was anointed by Father to fill that 
position of Savior and to fulfill all God’s promises of salvation by grace. 

We are also one with God because of the love shown us by the Father. The love of the Father is 
the love he has for us as his dear children. It is a love that cares for, provides, and protects. It is an 
infinite love; a love that goes beyond what anyone can understand. It is an ocean of love as great as 
God himself, flowing out to all who believe and trust in his promises. By this love our Heavenly 
Father pours out his gifts upon his people. God the Father often gives us physical blessings beyond 
our imagination. Yet we see our Father’s love for us all the more clearly in his spiritual blessings to 
us. The eternal blessings of peace, and life, and heaven. 
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We are also in fellowship with God by the power of Holy Spirit. The Spirit creates that 
fellowship through the Word. It is the Spirit who creates a bond between believers and the one, true 
God. That bond is the common union of trust that believers have in Christ’s saving work. The bond 
we have with God and each other goes beyond our comprehension, yet the Holy Spirit still creates 
that bond by working in us through things we can see and hear and touch and taste. The Spirit 
works this faith in us directly through the Word. He also works in us through physical elements 
connected to God’s word: through the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. In this way the 
Spirit unites us with the one, true God. 

By making us one with himself God also makes us one with all of his believers. We are joined 
together in a common faith. It is when we focus on Christ that we are one in mind and in thought. 
God has joined us together so that we can build each other up. God wants us to help each other and 
encourage one another so that we can all reach our heavenly goal. God has restored us so that we 
can be united with one another in this world, and be united with God forever. 

While symbols can never give us a perfect representation of our triune God they can still be 
helpful in understanding this difficult teaching of Scripture. Thankfully, the day is coming when we 
will not need symbols to understand God, because on that day we will see God face to face; we will 
see him as he truly is. Until that time may our symbols help us to not only better understand our 
God, but may they continually remind us of all that our gracious, loving, three-in-one God has done 
for us. Amen. 

 


